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Concept Note

Global Citizenship Education for a Just, Peaceful, Inclusive and Sustainable World:
A conceptual framework and its application in the field.

The international community now faces a rare opportunity to find fundamental and long-term solutions to global
challenges including inequality, environmental degradation and intolerance. Global citizenship education (GCED) is a
transformative approach to building the knowledge, skills, values and attitudes that humanity needs to be able to
contribute to a more inclusive, just, peaceful and sustainable world. GCED has been embraced in the Draft Sustainable
Development Goals as an important dimension to global development (Goal 4.7).

In 2012, the Secretary General launched the “Global Education First Initiative” which holds global citizenship education
as one of its three pillars. In April of 2015, UNESCO adopted a resolution which “encourages Member States and
UNESCO to further involve youth, teachers, educators, school staff, families and parents' associations in the
conceptualization and the implementation of programmes and policies concerning global citizenship education and all
ni

related aspects.” Last month the World Education Forum, held in Seoul, South Korea, saw numerous advances made in
furtherance of GCED.

This important event on Global Citizenship Education aims to highlight some of the areas where GCED can be most
effective; to provide both theoretical and practical guidance for implementing GCED; and to raise the profile and
galvanize action among the UN community in New York.

Given the compelling necessity to tackle critical global challenges such as the prevalent trends of intolerance and violent
extremism, global citizenship is being more widely recognized as part of a new paradigm that upholds universal values
and rethinks the role of education in the 21st century. There are various ways to define the scope of GCED, but they all
emphasize the universal values and core responsibilities of the global community such as human rights, gender equality,
cultural diversity, tolerance, and environmental sustainability.

Global citizenship refers to a sense of belonging to a broader community and common humanity. It emphasizes political,
economic, social and cultural interdependency and interconnectedness between the local, the national and the global.
Global citizenship education is identified as a priority on the Report of the High-level Group of the United Nations
Alliance of Civilizations as a way to strengthen multiculturalism and the better understanding among individuals from

different cultural and religious backgrounds." Global citizenship education takes “a multifaceted approach, employing

concepts and methodologies already applied in other areas, including human rights education, peace education,
education for sustainable development and education for international understanding”" and aims to advance their
common objectives. Global citizenship education applies a lifelong learning perspective, beginning from early childhood
and continuing through all levels of education and into adulthood, requiring both “formal and informal approaches,
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curricular and extracurricular interventions, and conventional and unconventional pathways to participation.

This event will have two segments. In the first, GCED will be discussed at the level of concept. How can it strengthen the
three pillars of the United Nations and the three pillars of sustainable development in furtherance of a just, peaceful,
inclusive and sustainable world. In the second, examples from the field — the local, national and international levels —
will be presented and discussed as will certain opportunities going forward including the important role of media.

**kx%* This event is in support of United Nations Secretary-General's Global Education First Initiative *****
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